Third Sunday in Advent
Sunday, December 14, 2025
8:00 am
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St. Paul Lutheran Church
147 West Forest Street Clyde, Ohio
Prelude & Bell & Announcements
3rd Sunday of Advent Wreath Lighting
“Light One Candle”   Verses 1-3 			No. 240
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
P: Most merciful God,
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
P: God who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, the entirety of your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. C: Amen.
HYMN		“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”	#282
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING				Pg.  147
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you. 
THE KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
C: Amen. 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
C: Lord Jesus Christ, give ear to our prayers, and lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gracious visitation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14–20
14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. 16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. 17 The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. 18 I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 19 Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 20 At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the Lord.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Isaiah 12:2–6
2“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.”
3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
4And you will say in that day: “Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted.
5 “Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth.
6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
L: Here ends the reading of the Psalm.
C: Thanks be to God.


Second Reading: Philippians 4:4–7
I 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. 
The “Gospel Acclamation”				Pg.  151
C: Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
The Gospel ~ Luke 3:10-20
10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” 15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done,20added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
The Sermon		
"Behold the King’s People"
Luke 3:10-20
Pastor Sam Dagg
Hymn 	“What Child is This?” 			#296
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION & LIST
Patsy Aldrich
Vickie Aldrich
Michelle Borodkin
Tim Cooper
Toni Dagg
Crew Dearth
Tamara Fardinka
Bob Gray
MJ Holmes
Karen Jess
Carol Jones
Jason Knot
LaVerde Kuns
Terry Langham
Bob Royster
Constancia Russell
Ginny McAfee
Karen Nimms
Maverick Salazar
Jeff Shull
Mike Slone
Wendy Weinheimer
Conner Whaley
Sandy Wott
Jennifer Yates

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
THE PEACE OF THE LORD 				Pg. 152
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also, with you. 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
THE OFFERING
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our possessions.  Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:    The Lord be with you.
C:   And also, with you. 
P:    Lift up your hearts.
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THE PROPER PREFACE
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when He comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 


C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
All baptized believers in Jesus Christ as Lord are invited to receive communion today. Please follow the directions of the ushers.  Children who have not yet received their “first communion” are also invited to come forward, to receive a blessing.
THE POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Let us pray.
C: O God, we give You thanks that You have set before us this feast, the body and blood of Your Son. By Your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE HYMN “The First Noel” 				#300
THE BENEDICTION
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with you as you long for His appearing. Come, Lord Jesus.”
THE DISMISSAL
P: GO IN PEACE. SERVE THE LORD
C: Thanks be to God.
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[bookmark: _Hlk215823323]THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God in memory of my mom, Jane Frederick, who passed away 18 years ago on December 18th, given by DeAnn Krauss & Tony Paradiso
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There are SEVERAL opportunities for you to serve our church. Please look at ALL the sheets on the clipboards.


Coming in January!!
The Women’s Bible Study will resume meeting on
Wednesday, Jan 7th, 2026 at 6 p.m.
We’ll be starting a new study entitled “House of David, A Bible Study” By Greg Laurie. If you have questions, please call Sherry Frasher at 419-765-7016.
[image: A book on a table
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Men’s Bible Study
Hosted by Kyle Klinski

Co-Ed Bible Study
Hosted by Walker and Shelby Davenport

Membership Class
Hosted by Pastor Sam

Want more info?!? Email Pastor Sam pastor@stpaulclyde.org
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Christmas Cheer Bags
On behalf of the congregation, the St. Paul Women, through its Mission Action Committee, prepare Christmas Cheer bags for our shut-ins and staff members. These will be assembled on 12/13. We are asking members of the congregation to help deliver these Christmas Cheer bags. Individual addresses are on the gift tag attached to each bag. If needed, phone numbers can be obtained through the church office. Pick out a bag to deliver and become acquainted with someone in our church family that you do not already know. This is a great family outing for the Christmas season. Look for the completed bags in the Parish Hall. Thanks for making a difference in the lives of our shut-ins!
Jane Hilton ~ 419-547-7270
Mission Action Committee, St. Paul Women
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December 14, 2025 – December 21, 2025
	Sunday the 14th
	8:00 am ~ Holy Communion Worship
9:15 am ~ Sunday School
10:30 am ~ Holy Communion Worship

	Monday the 15th
	7:30 pm ~ Dartball AWAY @ St. John’s #22

	Tuesday the 16th
	7:00 pm ~ Stewardship/Finance Meeting

	Wednesday the 17th

	7:00 pm ~ Advent Service
Women’s Bible Study on Pause and will Resume Wednesday, January 7th, 2026

	Thursday the 18th
	7:00 pm ~ Council Meeting
7:00 pm ~ Al-Anon Meeting
8:00 pm ~ AA Meeting

	Friday the 19th
	


	Saturday the 20th
	8:00 am ~ Men’s Bible Study
5:00 pm ~ Holy Communion Worship

	Sunday the 21st
	8:00 am ~ Holy Communion Worship
9:15 am ~ Sunday School
10:30 am ~ Holy Communion Worship





   8:00 am Service
COMPUTER TECH:	Matt Woodland
READER:	Barb Wahl
USHERS:	Tim Billings
	Jeff Haughawout
	Diane Hurst
	Bob Kessler	
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
[bookmark: _Hlk210898450]Pastor Samuel Dagg				Phone: 567-342-2137
				pastor@stpaulclyde.org
Matt Woodland ~ Council President	             Phone: 419-603-0567
				prez@stpaulclyde.org
Stephanie Stull ~ Office Manager		Phone: 419-547-9225
				sec@stpaulclyde.org
Sherry Bouyack ~ Clerical Secretary 		Phone: 419-547-9225
				fisec@stpaulclyde.org
Jim Shull ~ Treasurer				Phone: 419-355-6499
				treas@stpaulclyde.org
Brian Farrar ~ P & W Leader			Phone: 419-271-3085
				pwl@stpaulclyde.org
Ashley Reed ~ Assistant Secretary		Phone: 419-547-9225
		             asst.sec@stpaulclyde.org
Organist
Mary Ellen Wollenslegel
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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We offer many different ways to donate to St Paul Lutheran Church. The following QR code is the latest way.  It can be used to direct you to St. Paul Lutheran Church’s electronic giving sign up page. You can always give using the church envelopes, the link on St Paul’s website at stpaulclyde.org, or donate by texting Donate/Donations to 844-440-0253 as well. Thank you for your continued support!
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